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Power Reactor Section Members,                       

This message is being sent to all Power Reactor Section (PRS) members to update you on a number of section accomplishments, as well as new initiatives currently ongoing and a number of ideas now being contemplated.

The last business meeting of the PRS Board was held on July 14, 2009 during the Annual Health Physics Society in Minneapolis.  The meeting was well attended and the  agenda (posted on our website) covered a broad array of topics, including the  introduction of our new PRS Executive Board members and HPS Executive Board liaison, nomination of committee members (Program, Nominating, Scholarship and Manpower), our membership drive, NRRPT outreach, website upgrades and a PRS logo.  The minutes of the meeting will soon be distributed to all members when approved by the Board.  Currently the next planned meeting will take place in July 2010 in Salt Lake City at the next Annual HPS Meeting.  In order to move ahead with many of our initiatives, Board meetings via teleconference will most likely be scheduled ahead of the July 2010 meeting. All PRS members are not only welcome but encouraged to attend the meeting and take part in our new PRS new initiatives.

ELECTION

We successfully completed the election of new officers, and in case you were not aware the following were elected to replace outgoing officers who had served their terms:



Dave Hillyer, Secretary



Dave Ethridge, Board Member



Dennis Quinn, Board Member



Willie Harris, Board Member

In addition, Jason Harris was appointed Board Member to replace the vacancy filled by myself.  Congratulations to all new officers on being elected, and thanks to them for volunteering their time.

ANNUAL HPS MEETING – SPECIAL SESSION

As many of you are aware, The Power Reactor Section presented a Special Session at the Annual Health Physics Society in Minneapolis on July 14, 2009, "Radiation Protection in a Nuclear Power Renaissance". The session was co-chaired by Roger Shaw and Larry Haynes, was attended by over 200 people, and consisted of 16 presentations, including talks from those representing NEA/OECD, NEI, EPRI, INPO, NRC, DOE, academia and the nuclear industry.  Six of the talks covered the topic of involvement with academic institutions and other nuclear utility efforts related to education, training and the current HP manpower crisis.  Many thanks to all who helped make this session a real success, including all of our presenters.  Some of the presentations have been added to our PRS website, and the rest are being added soon for all to access.  Last, PRS has been asked to consider sponsoring another special session for the 2010 Annual HPS Meeting.

MANPOWER CRISIS SUPPORT

One of our primary goals at this time is to work on manpower crisis issues facing the nuclear industry for RP professionals in the power reactor sector.  PRS has undertaken the financial sponsorship ($2K) along with others for a DVD to be produced by HPS, in order to promote student interest in choosing careers in health physics.  Coincidentally, this worthwhile project is now being headed by PRS member Carl Tarantino.  Once completed, HPS will make an announcement for where the video can be obtained.  Consideration is being given to posting it on You Tube in order to maximize exposure.

Another financial sponsorship ($2.2K) was approved to support a student to attend the NEI Forum in San Diego in August 2009.  I am pleased to report that Ms. Sarah Rees is a student currently enrolled in the Dominion/Central VA Community College Nuclear Technology program who attended the HP NEI Forum.  It is reported that Ms. Rees found the conference and her entire experience at the forum very beneficial and educational.  Ms. Rees had the opportunity to meet numerous RPMs, NRC, and NEI staff, and learn about the current hot topics in the nuclear industry.  Ms. Rees thought that having students at this meeting afforded the opportunity to get answers to many questions about the academic programs available to support nuclear technology careers, and believes there is a much value in sending students to the forum in the future.

Although our coffers are currently sound, we do plan to manage our budget carefully to be used for deserving expenditures.

CHANGES IN BYLAWS

Some of you are aware that we have been working on updating our Bylaws.   This primarily involves alignment with current HPS Rules, such as being able to conduct electronic elections, and not having to deal with the time and expense of paper balloting.  Linda Sewell is our PRS member on the rules committee who is assisting us in bringing the Bylaws into the 21st Century.  Just a quick note that before we can change our Bylaws, we must first make some changes to our Charter, something we are working on with HPS, which must approve all changes.

NEW UPGRADED WEBSITE
In September 2009 steps were taken to secure a new webmaster for our PRS website.  In working with Keith Dinger, who updated our Section Board Members list for us (HPS website http://hps.org/aboutthesociety/organization/sections.html), Keith was able to identify Tom Johnston as someone who may want to help us.  I am pleased to announce that Tom stepped up and volunteered to serve as our new PRS webmaster.  Tom also supports other HPS sections and chapters as well.  Also in the month of September, we switched our previous website to a brand new location (http://www.hpschapters.org/sections/power/), allowing nonmembers of the section to access our site (as done by most chapters and the Accelerator Section), thereby making it more visible.  This provides an additional advantage in that is allows individuals who are HPS members, but not currently PRS members, to visit our website and join anytime during the year.  It also allows non-HPS members to access the site and to join PRS as a Section Only Member, IAW with our Bylaws.  In addition, as part of the updating of our website (still under construction but up and running), Tom is working on a Logo for us to consider.  

NRRPT OUTREACH

In the Summer Edition of NRRPT News, a letter from the PRS President was published.  The main purpose of the letter was to describe the PRS to NRRPT members, attempt to foster more collaboration between our two organizations on mutually beneficial issues (especially on the manpower crisis issue), and to invite NRRPT members to join the section.  We look forward to working with them.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

We are currently conducting a membership drive, so if you have anyone you can reach out to who may want to join please do. Also, any ideas on novel approaches are quite welcome.  This drive is especially important during a time when many organizations are struggling to maintain membership, coupled with the issues we face in what appears to be a true resurgence of nuclear power, both here and abroad.

KUDOS

Finally, we have a number of kudos in order.  Our thanks go out to Ron Thurlow, who completed his two-year term as President in 2008.  Thanks to outgoing Board Members Doug Noble, Regis Greenwood, and Carl Tarantino for their time and insight.  Our appreciation goes out to Mike Lewandowski, our outgoing HPS Director Liaison, and we welcome aboard Eric Goldin to fill that same slot.  I would personally like to extend kudos to Tim Kirkham, not only for his term as past Secretary but also for his invaluable leadership and helping to move the section ahead, including organizing the last election.  That goes as well for Larry Haynes, who was also invaluable in his support and co-chairing our special session.  Sandy Beeler serves as our Executive Secretary (ex officio).  Sandy volunteered to perform this function on a continuing basis years ago (1988 actually!) when she was treasurer, and realized what a nuisance it was to have to switch funds from one account to another every few years.  This is a long time to serve in this capacity and we all owe Sandy a great deal for her service.  Scott Medling has served as our webmaster for many years; we thank Scott for all of his extended time and effort with the great work he has done.  Mike Russell has been at the reins of Powernet since it’s inception in December 1996 and remains a key supporter of PRS.  Much appreciation to all!

Lastly, please feel free to contact me any questions or suggestions at (roger.shaw@klgates.com).

CURRENT OFFICERS 

Power Reactor Section Executive Board 

Roger Shaw, President, '10

Ron Thurlow, Past President, '10

Dave Hillyer, Secretary, '10

Fred Rosser, Treasurer, '12

Jason Harris, Board Member, '10

John Sukosky, Board Member, '10
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