Joint Meeting  of the NCCHPS and the ANS NOR CAL

Date/time:
March 17th, 2004, 6:00 PM to ~ 9:30 PM

Location:
Francesco's Restaurant, 8520 Pardee Drive at Hegenberger Road,    Oakland, CA 94621, Telephone: (510)-569-0653

Cost:
HPS and ANS Members: $25.00 (at door $30.00).  Students:$10. Send in your dinner choices by March 10, 2005
To register:
Please contact: Rao Goriparthi: raorso@gene.com 
Or you can register online at:  www.ncchps.org

Dinner 

Choices:
Please specify one of the following dinner entrees at the time of your registration.
Dinner Choices:
   
1) Fresh Fillet of Pacific Red Snapper
   
2) Pot Roast of Beef
   
3) Eggplant Parmegiana

Speaker: Brooke Robert Buddemeier, C.H.P, Department of Homeland Security (seen below with Tom Ridge, Secretary of Homeland Security)
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Title of Talk:
Life as a Health Physicist in the Department of Homeland Security
Abstract: The talk will be focused on Brooke’s personal experiences during his first few years of work at DHS.  He will discuss many of the Department’s accomplishments that are important to Health Physicists, but also some of the many “discoveries” he made about Washington politics. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is harnessing the nation’s scientific knowledge to promote the mission of homeland Security: to protect America and our way of life from terrorists and their weapons of mass destruction.  As the Department passes its second anniversary, the nation is truly safer today than it was on 9-11-01.  This security is due in part to the technological innovations that help us detect, interdict, and respond to potential radiological and nuclear threats/events more swiftly than ever before imagined.  Science and technology are not just departmental buzzwords but rather represent an entire division with a billion dollar budget.   More than just the development of new or enhanced technologies for the detection of nuclear and radiological materials and the standards to use them, the department has broader vision of supporting the effective integration of these tools into our society.  From university centers of excellence and student scholarships to private industry engagement through the Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency, the Department is creating a sustainable national stewardship for innovation and the swift application of that innovation.

BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT:  Brooke Buddemeier is currently the Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology WMD emergency response and consequence management program director for the emergency preparedness and response portfolio.  He is a radiological emergency response subject matter expert for FEMA and the Homeland Security Operations Center.  He also facilitates the department’s research, development, test, and evaluation process to improve our Nation’s emergency response through better capabilities, protocols, and standards. Before moving to DHS, he was part of Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s (LLNL) Nuclear Counterterrorism Program and coordinated LLNL’s involvement in the National Nuclear Security Administration’s Radiological Assistance Program (RAP) for California, Nevada, and Hawaii.  RAP is a national emergency response resource that assists federal, state and local authorities in the event of a radiological incident. As part of RAP’s outreach efforts, Brooke has provided radiological responder training and instrumentation workshops to police, firefighters, and members of other agencies throughout the nation.  
He has also trained radiological emergency responders on the use of specialized radiological response equipment throughout the United States and in Kazakhstan. Brooke has also provided operational health physics support for various radiochemistry, plutonium handling, accelerator, and dosimetry operations at LLNL for over 15 years, and has a member of the LLNL emergency response program for over 10 years.  He has participated in radiological emergency responses and exercises throughout the world.  He managed the Hot Spot Mobile Laboratory for the Department of Energy’s Consequence Management Program, which is designed to provide on-site analytical capabilities at the site of a nuclear weapon accident. 

Brooke has an M.S. In Health Physics from San Jose State University and a B.S. in Nuclear Engineering, University of California, Santa Barbara. He has also served as an instructor at Las Positas College and is the Chair of the Training Subcommittee of the Health Physics Society’s Homeland Security Committee.

